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About Metro Arts

aŜǘǊƻ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜ !Ǌǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ άaŜǘǊƻ !Ǌǘǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Arts + Culture for the city of Nashville and Davidson County. 
Metro Arts is a branch of Metro Government that strives to 
ensure that all Nashvillians have access to a creative life through 
community investments, artist and organizational training, public 
art and creative placemaking coordination, and direct programs. 
We believe that arts drive a more vibrant and equitable 
community. Metro Nashville Arts Commission was established by 
Metro Ordinance in 1978.





About Metro Arts
aŜǘǊƻ !ǊǘǎΩ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦǳƴŘ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
disciplines and project -based grants through funding allocated by the 
Metro Council. Our grant programs support creative work that addresses 
one or more of the community outcomes we seek to achieve:

ÅStronger Creative Workforce
ÅVibrant, Creative Neighborhoods
ÅDeeper Cultural Participation

Year-to -year, Metro Arts funding, approvals and awards are contingent on 
the budget allocated to Metro Arts each year through the Metro Nashville 
government process. Funding is not guaranteed, and overall funding may 
vary from year to year.



Grant Eligibility Criteria
Operating Support grants provide funding for the general operations 
of arts -focused nonprofit organizations based in Davidson County. 

An arts -focused organization is one whose primary mission is to 
directly support the performance, exhibition, or instruction of art and 
whose majority of programming supports the performance, exhibition, 
instruction, creation, or education in the arts.

Art refers to several artistic genres including, but not limited to dance, 
film and media arts, craft, literary arts, music, performance art, 
multidisciplinary work, theater, or visual arts. Please contact us if you 
have questions regarding the definition of an arts -focused 
organization.



Grant Eligibility Criteria
To receive an Operating Support grant from Metro Arts, the applicant 
must meet all the following criteria:

ÅProduce, present, or directly support artistic programs, projects, 
or works
ÅHave a primary mission to directly support the performance, 

exhibition, or instruction of art 
ÅThe majority of programming must support the performance, 

exhibition, instruction, creation, or education in the arts 
ÅBe chartered in the state of Tennessee and tax -exempt under the 

IRS Code Section 501(c)(3)



Grant Eligibility Criteria
ÅHave an IRS Letter of Determination with an effective date of exemption 

of May 1, 2025, or earlier*
Ḭ *Organizations with less than one year 501(c)(3) status may be 

considered eligible with evidence of operating with nonprofit fiscal 
sponsorship and artistic programming for at least one year. Please 
contact us as soon as possible if you believe that you might fall into 
this category, so that we can review your eligibility together prior to 
your completion of an application.

Å.Ŝ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
Business Services Division and Office of Charitable Solicitations, 
indicating the agency is currently duly registered to solicit public funds 
in Tennessee
ÅHave a business address located in Davidson County
ÅOperate the majority of its programs in Nashville



Grant Eligibility Criteria

ÅHave background checks for all adults who work with youth. If the 
organization works directly with minors (defined as persons under age 
18), the applicant will be required to submit an attestation form that 
attests that all adults who participate in the programming or instruction 
of minors at the organization have satisfactory background checks 
within the last 5 years. This includes organizational staff, artists, and 
contract staff. 
ḬThe background check attestation form is available in the resource 

guide. Download and complete that form so that you can include it 
in your Submittable application.



Grant Eligibility Criteria
There are certain types of organizations that cannot  receive Metro Arts 
Operating grants:
 
ÅNon -arts organizations
ÅOrganizations who receive operational budget amendments ("line items") 

from Metro, except for those that are provided by the Metropolitan Charter
Å"Friends of" organizations, MNPS -affiliated booster clubs, and other 

organizations whose primary purpose is to support government agencies or 
initiatives
ÅColleges or universities
ÅPublic broadcasting stations
ÅArts organizations that operate as a legal subsidiary of a non -art nonprofit 

organization
ÅOrganizations whose primary purpose or activities involve religious practices 

or intent



Eligible Expenses
Grant funds CAN  be used for:
ÅSalaries 
ÅArtist, technical, and/or administrative professional 

service fees
ÅProgram/project supplies
ÅPerformance space/facility rental/rent
ÅMarketing and promotion
ÅPrinting and publications
ÅConsulting fees
ÅEquipment rental and/or purchase
ÅFundraising activities



Eligible Expenses

Grant funds CANNOT  be used for:
ÅCapital improvements 
ÅReduction of debts
ÅActivities and/or programs with religious 

practices or intent 
ÅPolitical lobbying activities
ÅPurchase of real estate property



Grant Cycle Time Frame
All FY27 grant activities must take place between the effective date of 
the contract, which is defined as beginning on the date the contract is 
signed by all required parties and filed with the Metro Clerk, and 
ending on the last date of the Metro fiscal cycle, June 30, 2027. 

Closeout reports are due July 15, 2027. 

If awarded, payment disbursement can be expected to begin in 
October 2026 (upon timely submission of required grant acceptance 
forms and contract processing). Proposed grant activities should begin 
no earlier than October 1, 2026.



Matching Funds

Metro Arts Operating Support grants do not require a 
cash match. Grantees are not required to show 
matching funds.



Grant Categories
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
completed fiscal year's revenue as shown on their IRS tax 
form determine the grant category for each applicant. 
Operating revenue includes funds raised by an organization 
for its annual operating budget only. Not included in this 
calculation are:

ÅDonations restricted to endowment funds
ÅIn-kind contributions
ÅDonations or funds raised for capital projects. 



Grant Categories

ÅMicro Organizations:  Revenue of less than $25,000 during the 
most recently completed fiscal year. 
ÅSmall Organizations:  Revenue between $25,000 to $99,999 

during the most recently completed fiscal year. 
ÅMedium Organizations:  Revenue between $100,000 and 

$499,999 during the most recently completed fiscal year. 
ÅMid -Size Organizations:  Revenue between $500,000 and 

$2,999,999 during the most recently completed fiscal year. 
ÅLarge Organizations:  Revenue of $3,000,000 or more during 

the most recently completed fiscal year. 



Award Amounts

ÅApplicants do not apply for a specific award amount; rather, 
they are eligible for an award based on the category size. 

ÅAward amounts are calculated based on the operating revenue 
as shown in the organization's most recently completed fiscal 
year IRS Form 990. 

Å!ǿŀǊŘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άōŀǎŜ 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜΣέ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǎ ōŜƭƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǎ ǎƘƻǿ 
the maximum possible award. 

ÅThe actual award will be scaled to the available budget for the 
allocation available for each size category. 



Award Amounts
Base percentage formulas: 
ÅMicro Base Percentage:  75% of most recent revenue, with a 

maximum of $18,750. 
ÅSmall Base Percentage:  50% of most recent revenue, with a 

maximum of $50,000. 
ÅMedium Base Percentage:  25% of most recent revenue, with a 

maximum of $125,000. 
ÅMid -Size Base Percentage:  17% of most recent revenue, with a 

maximum of $120,000. 
ÅLarge Base Percentage:  1.8% of most recent revenue, with a 

maximum of $200,000. 



Award Amounts

ÅAwards will range within their corresponding category. The 
actual award amount will be scaled to the available budget. 

ÅAll awards are subject to scaling based on the available budget. 
ÅAll funding approvals and grant amounts are contingent on the 

budget allocated to Metro Arts and are not guaranteed year -to -
year. 

ÅPlease refer to the ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ DǊŀƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ to 
view examples of actual award sizes by category.

https://www.metroartsnashville.gov/_files/ugd/cc4e3f_7e9a5a1b1401495a952b6b704c9c03bb.pdf


Size Category Transition
ÅOrganizations whose revenue exceeds the maximum threshold 

of any category by up to 10% will have the award size 
calculated as the midpoint percentage between the two 
categories. 

ÅCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƛǎ ϷмлрΣллл όр҈ ƻǾŜǊ 
the $100,000 threshold between small and medium), then the 
organization will be categorized as a medium organization, but 
the award will be calculated as 37.5% of the revenue (the 
midpoint between the percentages for small [50%] and 
medium [25%]). 



How to Submit an Application
Metro Arts utilizes an online application system called 
Submittable. All applications must be completed and submitted 
using this system. The application portal can be accessed at 
https://mnac.submittable.com/submit . Keep in mind that 
submitted applications are considered public record and can be 
reviewed by the public. 

Submittable is a non -Metro -based platform. Technical questions 
about the portal (account set up, technical difficulties, etc.) 
should be directed to 
https://www.submittable.com/help/submitter/ .

https://mnac.submittable.com/submit
https://www.submittable.com/help/submitter/


Nondiscrimination Policies, 
ADA Compliance & 

Accessibility 
Questions, concerns, complaints, requests for accommodation, or 
requests for additional information regarding the Americans with 
5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ aŜǘǊƻ !ǊǘǎΩ !5! 
Compliance Coordinator:

Vivian Foxx, Metro Nashville Arts Commission, P.O. Box 196300, 
Nashville, TN 37219 -6300
Vivian.Foxx@nashville.gov (615) 862 -6721, TTY Relay Service 
800 -848 -0298



Nondiscrimination Policies, 
ADA Compliance & 

Accessibility 
INTERPRETATION SERVICES: Should an individual need language 
interpretation, Metro Arts will secure assistance using a Metro approved over -
the -phone or in -person interpretation service.

At Metro Arts, we strive to embody practices that ensure that all people can 
fulfill their rights of cultural expression and belonging, participation, learning, 
and livelihood within the arts ecosystem. This includes specific commitment to 
people who have been historically underrepresented in mainstream arts 
funding, discourse, leadership, and resource allocation, including, but not 
limited to, people of color, people of all ages, differently -abled people, LGBTQ 
people, women, veterans, and the socio -economically disadvantaged.


